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INAUGURAL CHAIRMANSHIP SCRAMBLE

The chairmanship of the Washington committee
on inmuguration of a President is a pleasant dis-
tinction, involving some social prestige and a good
deal of hard work. Theoretically, these are the justi-
Beations for eager ambitions to capture it. As a
matter of fact, the possibility of business advantage
by reason of social relationship and intimacy with!
the Executive, is commonly accounted, in cynical
Washington, a not unimportant part of the inspiration
to hustle for the appeiniment. :

Active candidacies and organized campaigns seem
likely to receive small reward at the hands of Gov-
ernor Wilson and Chairman McCombs, of the na-
tional committee. That is as it should be, Scramb-
ling for such a post is a bit too suggestive of obnox-
ious “climbing.”

GIVE HIM A REST!

Governor Wilson has gone off to Bermuda for a
month’s absolute rest—as he fondly hopes. Inci-
dentally, ten newspaper correspondents have gone
along with him.

The governor needs the rest. If he is to get it
he will not need the ministrations of that young
regiment of correspondents,

We suspect that these bright young men will
stand better at the White House after March 4 if
they don’t unnecessarily intrude on the efforts of
the governor to get his vacation in privacy. The
country is willing to let him rest. It doesn't care
much about a daily analysis of his bicycle adventures,
his breakfast menu, and the lucubrations that are
presumed to be in progress in the back of his head.
Both the country and the President-elect will feel
kindly disposed to the correspondents if they give
bim the rest he needs.

STHirtes !Iih and Fourteenlh mree's \

PAYING THE CANAL BILL.

Paying the bill for digging the Panama canal
fooks tolerably easy on paper, even though the end
of the process may not be reached until our grand-
children are traveling through it. The forecast of
Expert Johnson, who figures the rates of tolls, is
that by 1925, pernaps. if business is good, we may
begin paying 1 per cent of the $375,000,000 total
exppnse into the sinking fund; and twenty years
later, if too much is not needed for modern improve-
ments, the rate may rise to 3 or 4 per cent.

This is eminently satisfactory. The canal was
undertaken, not as a commercial enterprise, but as &
great national improvement; and to get the expense
back ultimately by a fair charge for use to all na-
tlons is all we have a fair right to expect. And three
generations would not be a long time in which to do
it

SOME DANGERS OF LIBERTY.

The stories of the dynamiters on trial in Indian-
apolis, of how they lugged suit cases full of dynamite
and nitroglycerin  about the country and stored
tremendous amounts of explosives in exposed places,
remind us of the necessity for proper restrictions on
manufacture and traffic in such destructives. It is
impossible to contemplite the stored-up capacity for
villainy that one dangerous man may carry about on
his person, without shudduring,

Hignh explosives arc very useful; in modesn in-
dustry, highly necessarv. But when our internal
revenue system concerns jtself so intimately with|

the production of every solitary gallon of whisky, 1:,|
it not remarkable that high explosives may be made,
bought, sold, and thansparied with the reckless aban- I
don that Ortie McManigal has described #
Lopping off tne lierty to commit heinous crime
not a very serious menace to freedom.  If the pro- |
Llion and traffic in dynamite were guarded as|
=4y in cigars; and if the making
and sale of the deadiv cowardly, vicious, unneces-
olver were prohibited entirely.

mpobody would be the worse. and the community,
‘would be a good deal sater
PRESIDENT TAF1'S 'S LOTUS ADDRESS.

. President Taft. if hie <hould set himself about it
might write an extremely interesting work on our
Government. He alwavs has something interesting
and rather worth vnile 1o <uy when he ralks about 1t
and he made no exception i his Lotus Club speech
There was a suggestion of confessian in his ob-
servations about the Jdanger that too large a part of
an Administration’s energies may be devoted to
politics, so long as there is the possibility of re-
election; indeed, 0 long as failure of re-election is
bound to be translated into 4 verdict of failure. Mr
Taft assuredly is capable of giving testimony on this
subject. His suggestion of a six-year term and a
constitutional bar aguinst re.election is unquestion-
ably a reflection of & growing national sentiment,
toward which experience with Mr. Taft's own Ad-
ministration has contributed most substantially.

el

| fixed

| It sent its sugar down to a point within the lighterage

 American and Arbuckles.

[to many of the vicious practices of rate discrimina-
Alonig with any such change as this. it is safe to' tion
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presume, would go an amendment of the provisions
governing sessions of Congress. In a few days now
a Congress will meet in Washington, whose author-
ization to represent the nation has been withdrawn.
It will meet to pass legislation that will be sent for
approval or rejection to a President who likewise
iis been rejected by the people. That means nothing
iess than the waste of a session; possibly a good
deal more than that. The new Congress ought to
meet with the least possible delay after its election.
Inder no circumstances sihould there be possibility
of an ad interim session of the old Congress, with
ine old Administration in power,

The President suggests an approximation to the
methads of responsible Cabinet government, in his
roposal that Cabinet ministers should have seats in
Congress and be subject to interpellation as to their
olicies. American sentiment has been developing
n this direction for a long time; much more rapidly
1 the recent period of examination and introspection
hat has made possible an unprejudiced considera.
tion of institutions that prevail in other countries.
We should have a different sort of Cabinet officers,
15 the President suggests, under such a regime. The
drafting of men utterly unknown to legislative life
or administrative experience, for Cabinet seats,
vould stop simply because such men could not pos-
sibly sustain themselves in a Cabinet under such
conditions,

Offering suggestions of this sort is something
for wiich President Taft need not have felt under
the necessity of apologizing. These are not, as he
ntimates, changes that would be undertaken merely
for the sake of change. They are changes which
would contribute vastly toward establishing a better
relationship between the legisiative and executive
branches of the Government,

President-elect Wilson, it is very well under-
stood, sympathizes strongly with these suggestions
of a more intimate relationship between the Gov-
ernment and the parliament, It is pointedly inti-
mated by some of his confidantes that he wants to
dttempt this innovation so far as he can constitu-
tionally do it. The experiment will at least be in-
teresting: and it will have distinct value, inasmuch
1= it will illumine a pataway of innovation on which
't may be confidently expected the country will at
no very distant time enter.,

THE LIGHTERAGE DECISION

Among the remarkable decisions which the Court
of Commerce has handed down during its brief and
troubled career, none is more extraordinary than that
just issued in the New York lighterage case. It has
an importance to the whole country, and a bearing
on all efforts to suppress discrimination in transpor-
tation, which justify examination and understanding
ot its doctrine,

The Sugar trust under Henry O. Havemeyer be-
cume powerful through its relations with railroads.
Just about one-third of westbound tonnage from the
New York industrial area is in sugar and coffee.
There is always a vastly greater tonnage coming
East than going West. Consequently the road fought
for the sugar business, They would rather make
very low rates than haul empty cars West.

Havemeyer, controlling most of the sugar ton-
nage, used this situation to advantage himself. He
refined sugar on Long Island, and lightered it to
rail ends of the westbound roads at the west margin
of the Hudson river. For this lighterege the rail-
roads allowed him 3 cents per hundred on sugar
destined to the Pittsburgh line, and 4 1.5 cents on
that destined farther West.

In addition, for years he was allowed 2 cents per
hundred for "cartage.” These were very excessive
allowances for the services, and amounted to huge
rebates. The cartage remission was finally ended by
order of the Interstate Commission, but the lighter-
age continued.

Then the Federal Sugar Refining Company, with
u plant at Yonkers, up the Hudson a few miles, de-
manded that it be given the same lighterage allow-
ance that the trust enjoyed. This was denied, on
the ground that Yonkers was outside the arbitrarily
lighterage district” of New York harbor. The
Federal then complained against this discrimination,
and the Interstate Commission ordered it stopped.
It favored an equality of treatment among all the
refiners.

The Court of Commerce enjoined the commis.
sion's order. The Federal, in order to get itself on
equal terms with its big competitor, then organized
a new scheme of delivering its sugar to the railroads,

district, and thence reconsigned it to the railroads
lon the Jersey side, and demanded the lighterage
allowance. This was of course a device, a subter-
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Takoma Park Branch Not
Kept Up According to
Pledges, Says Report.

Publli iirary employes underpald and
averworked, reslgnations from the work-
Ing force running from M to &6 prr cend
atnnually, the lbrary maintalticed on a
smaller per caplia cxpense than
In twenty of twenty-six cition of amm
population and greater, a blttor dennin-
clation of the cheenc-paring policy of
Congress toward the public Hbrarie
Warhington, and the charge that Con-
gresa, In falling to appropriste  ados
Guately for the Takoma branch, hae
been gullty of a breach of falth with
Andrew Curnegle—those are some of the
wurinest Indietments in the annusl je-
port of Theodors W Naves, president of
the lhrary board, to the Commisstoneys,
made public todny

Noves directs hinm bitterest Jdenuncin-
tlon against the action of Congresa lant
spring tn cutting the Takoma Pak
branch appropriation from #4000 1o §l L,

Pledges Not Kept.

“If Andrew Carnegle shinul
the library trustees, the Commissloners,
and Congress of bhreach of falth In e
apect af the maintenance of the Tuk
Park branech, would we be able to de-
fand ourselves?’ the report aaks

“Carnegle's denation for the Takomn
branch was made on the express <andi-
tan “that the city of Washington proe
vide for tte malntenance 1o the extent
of 1 por cent of 'ty cont.” The Tal
branch cost 0,00, But  In#tead
MO, the Takoma Malntenance appio
priation this year was 3100 The vioke-
of the muintenance condition ta thr
exlent of over hi of the $Lom pledged
haw resulted tn the closing of the Tu-
koma branch for half the weeh It 1s
onty  nalf malntained and only Ll
utiiized There would be no greatel
dimsge t othe prineciple Invalved 1T not

LA TIT

uf

| fuge, if you please: but it was a device by which
the company expected to secure the same terms that |
the lighterage device granted to the American.

This plan, the Commerce Court now holds, is "a
plain subterfuge.” The allowance must not be paid
to the Federal, but will continue to be paid to the
American!

Of caurse. the lighterage scheme of the Federal
is a subterfuge.  But so is the lighterage plan of the
The American and Ar-
buckle scheme is merely the successor to the old-time
plan of frankly paving rebates. [t accomplishes the
same end. but in legal form. The Federal's subter-

fuge was made neccssary in order to offset the ad-|

vantage which the American's subterfuge gave to|
the latter company. Now the court condemns the

one subterfuge, and sustains the other. Incidentally,
it sustains the hig advantage the American and Ar-
buckles have enjoyed, and rejects the plea of the
Federal for equal treatment.

This decision seems to deny the substance of
equiteble treatment, on grounds that are so technical
#s to make their octupation by a great court an occa-
sion for surprise. The Interstate Commission will
appeal the case to the Supreme Court. 1f, there, the
Commerce Court shall be sustained, it will neces-
sitate & change in the law, or else permit & reversion
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Librarian Praiscd.

The raport concludes with an indorse
ment of the work of II'I.llI.\n Genrge
. Rowerman
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Evening Scrvices inthe Ghurches

“WISDOM AND WORK"—The Rev. Samuel H.
gregational Church, 8 p. m.

“PAST FAILURE AND PRESENT PRIVILEGE"—The
Wood, the Church of the Covenant, 4 p. m.

“THE PARABLE OF TH¥ SOWER"—The Rev. Aodrew R. Bird, the Sec.
ond Preshytenan Church, Southern Assembly, 8 p. m.

YOUNG PEOPLE'S RELIGIOUS UNION—AIl Souls' Unitarian Church,
8 p m

“MORTALS AND IMMORTALS"—The First Chutch of Christ, Scientist,
8 p. m.

“ARE WE GRATEFUL?"—The Rev. G.
Church, Pythian Temple, 7:30 p. m.

“THE COMING WORLD WAR AS FORETOLD IN PROPHECY '—The
Memorial Seventh-Day Adventist Church, 7:45 p. m.

“HOW TO BE A MAN WORTH WHILE"—FProf. John Phillips
the Secular League, the Pythian Temple, 3 p. m.

“THE BLIND GUIDES OF LIFE"—The Rey, James Shera Montgomery,
the Metropolitan Memonal M. E. Church, 8 p. m.

RETREAT FOR MEN-—St. Patrick's Catholic Church, 7:30 p .m.

RECEPTION—The League of the Good Shepherd, St. Patrick's Catholic
Church, 8 p. m.

“FALSE PROVERBS?"—The Rev,
Covenant, 8 p. m

“THE WORLD'S LEPERS"—W. W. Danner, the Y. M. C. A, 4p m

“THE SILENCE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT"—The Rev. Frank ].
Goodwin, the Mt Plegsant Congregational Church, 8 p. m.

“THE PROBLEM OF AMUSEMENTS AND RECREATIONS"—The Rev.
J. W. Frizzeil, Ingram Memonal Congregational Church, 8 p. m.

“HEAVENLY CITIZENSHIP"—The Rev. €. Herbert Reese, St. Thomas'
Episcopal Church, 8 p,

“THE LAST WORD"—The Rev. Wallace Radchitie,
nue Presbytetrian Church, 8 p.m.

“THE REALITY OF CHRIST"=—The Rev. Joseph M. M. Gray, the Ham-
line M. E. Church, 8 p. m.

Woodrow, the First Con-

Rev. Charles

W. Kates, the First Spiritualist

Meakin,

Charles Wood, the Church of the

m.

the New York Ave-

“FORGIVENESS"—The Rev. W.R. Wedderspoon, the Foundry M. E.
Church, B p. m,
wTHE FRIENDS OF THE HOME"—The Rev. John E. Bnggs, the Fifth

Baptict Chuich, & p. m.

“A QUEER STORY"—The Rev. E.Hez Swem, the Centenmal Baptist
Church, 8 p. m
“THE RISE AND FALL OF MJOHAMMEDANISM"—The Rev. Fred-

erick W. Johnson, Grace Baptist Church, 7:45 p. m,
“THE WOMAN THAT STOPPED RUNNING"—Col. John Dean, Salva-
tion Army Hall, 8 p m,
“WHEN WE WERE LOST"—
tist Church, 8 p. m

The Rev, Hinson V, Howlett, Second Bap-

to Church. But|

CIVIG BODY OPENS
ANNUAL WEETING
ON NEAT TUESDAY
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